PRAYER OF PRAISE
Leader
We invite you to join us in this South African prayer of praise: All works of God – praise the Lord and bless His name."

Left Side
 All you BIG things, praise the Lord!
Drakensberg and Table Mountains, Indian and Atlantic Oceans, Yellow-wood, Oak and Baobab trees

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Right Side
All you TINY things, praise the Lord!
Busy red ants and lurking ticks, wriggling tadpoles and pestering mosquitoes

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Left Side
All you SHARP things, praise the Lord!
Cactus thorns and prickly pears, aloe leaves and high-heeled shoes

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Right Side
All you SOFT things, praise the Lord!
Golden ripe mangoes, sponges and moss, babies' skin cuddly toys and porridge
All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Left Side 
All you SWEET things, praise the Lord!
Apples, peaches and blueberry jam, young people's dream: and old people's good wishes

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Right Side
All you SWIFT things, praise the Lord!
Lightning and swallows flitting through the sky, traffic or motorways and speeding ambulances

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.

Left Side
All you SLOW things, praise the Lord!
Huge big elephants and bony old cows, tortoises, snails and patients on crutches

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Right Side
All you LOUD things, praise the Lord!
Thunder, midnight drums and taxis, hail and rain on aluminium roofs

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Left Side 
All you QUIET things, praise the Lord!
A gentle breeze in the midday heat, sleeping babies and fish in the sea, women who care and suffer and weep

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Right Side
All you SPIRITUAL things, praise the Lord!
Uplifting music and singing psalms, Bible studies and gospel praise, preaching the Word and receiving God's gifts

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
Left Side
All you CREATED things, praise the Lord!
Our planet earth and its orbiting moon, our galaxy with its systems of suns, all the universe — both known and unknown

All
Praise the Lord and bless his name.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Leader
Whoever goes to the Lord for safety, whoever remains under the protection of the Almighty, can say to Him: `You are my Defender and Protector, You are my God and in You I trust.'


Let us hear the cry of someone seeking the true God: 
Voice 1
"So many voices — which are we to believe?"

Speaker I
Loving God, we pray for Christ's Church throughout the world, asking that Your truths may be proclaimed.


We pray for Your anointing on those who preach Your Word. Open our spiritual eyes to recognise You as You truly are, so that we may not be led astray by false prophets in these times.


May the prophetic voice of Your Church never be silenced, and may the ills of society be confronted with boldness.

All
Lord, open our eyes to discern the true light of Your Word.

Leader
Let us hear the cry of the persecuted Church:

Voice 2
"Lord, give us courage and confidence to continue sharing the Good News."

Speaker 2
We pray for the persecuted Church.


O God, You warned us that persecution would take place. Many have faith in You and yet are persecuted and in prison. O Lord, come to their rescue.


Strengthen and protect those who share the Gospel and who gather in Your name, even under fear of persecution.

All
Lord, inspire Your Church to bring the Good News of hope and transformation to all the world.

Leader
In South Africa many parents are unemployed; desperation overwhelms them.


Let us hear the cry of the unemployed single mother in South Africa and her echo in many other places:

Voice 3
"I have no money, no dignity. How can I look into the eyes of my hungry child?"

Speaker 1 
God our Provider, every resource of the earth is a gift from You entrusted into our care. Guide us in the decisions we make. Help our country and every country to provide employment that pays a living wage and respects the dignity of all the people.
All 
Lord, You hear the cry of the poor. Open our ears and hearts so that we will respond with generosity and wisdom.

Leader
Let us hear a street child crying:
Voice 4
"It is so cold on this street. Help me."
Speaker 2
We pray for all the youth of South Africa and throughout the world.


Lord, keep our children from drug abuse and other addictions. May shelters be built and programmes be developed for the many street children in South Africa and worldwide. May Christian communities nurture them and give them guidance and help. May all communities provide the necessary help that enables them to resist daily temptations, negative peer pressure and the adverse influence of the media.

Leader
An African proverb says, "It takes an entire village to raise a child."

All
Lord, awaken our awareness that no child should be alone.

Leader
Let us hear the cry of citizens who want to live without fear:
Voice 5
"When will the violence, crime and corruption end? How many more people must die in our families?

Will we live forever behind barbed wire for protection?"

Speaker 1
Lord, we feel helpless. Be for us a refuge and strength, a help in times of trouble so that we do not have to be afraid.
Leader
HIV/AIDS is a world pandemic. Hear, 0 God, the cries of the people.


Let us hear the cry of the migrant labourer's wife:

Voice 1 
"My husband is working in the gold mines and never contacts me. Is he living with other women? I'm ill. Have I been infected with HIV/AIDS?"
Leader
Let us hear the cry of the victim of rape:

Voice 2
"How ashamed and hurt I feel. Could I now be infected with HIV? Who will take care of me?"

Leader
Let us hear the cry of the child orphaned by AIDS:
Voice 3
"I'm so young, so unhappy since my parents died and left me with my brother and sister. How can I care for them? Who will guide and love me?"
Speaker 2
Lord of compassion, embrace with Your hope and love those suffering from HIV/AIDS. We thank You for medicine which can prolong their lives and pray that it will be available to all. We pray that a cure will soon be discovered.
All
Lord, encourage us to reach out to all who are suffering from HIV/AIDS. Empower each one of us to be sources of support and strength. With Your help we will be signs of hope and compassion in times of hardship.


Leader
We pray for the aged.


Let us hear the cry of the widow whose children have emigrated:

Voice 4
"How I long to see my children and grandchildren! I am here all alone. The future looks bleak."
Leader
Let us hear the cry of an elderly person:
Voice 5
"My pension is too low to enable me to go into a senior citizens' home. I have no family. What will happen to me?"
Speaker 1
Nurturing Lord, in South Africa many of the aged feel desolate and lonely. Others of them are over-burdened by having to raise their grandchildren. They need Your strength to stand firm in their faith. When they face overwhelming demands, surround them with loving and encouraging people who will treat them with dignity. Ever faithful God, touch with Your compassionate healing hands all who are mentally and physically challenged.
All
Lord, enable us, Your church, to lift up those who carry heavy burdens and who need to know that You regard them as being of infinite worth.

Speaker 2
Lord, You have charged us to pray for all governments and leaders of nations. May those in positions of authority demonstrate Your justice, righteousness and mercy. Help all leaders to take a stand against every form of violence, abuse, fraud and corruption, so that security, peace and harmony may reign in South Africa and worldwide.


O God of the nations, comfort those who have lost loved ones in on-going wars and uprisings, and in natural disasters.

All 
O Lord our God, You are high above all nations. We place our trust in You and call upon You in the name of Jesus Christ!
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