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January  2011
Dear Parish Treasurer,

Standard Form of Accounts for Parishes
During 2010 I enjoyed meeting Parish Treasurers in Wales  to review the progress in implementing the Standard Form of Accounts for Parishes.
I would like to thank the Parish Treasurers and those Clergy who attended the meetings  along with the Diocesan Staff who made all the arrangements, the church members who provided refreshments at the many venues and a thank you for the use of the varied venues around Wales. I would also like to thank the people who subsequently wrote/emailed me or phoned. The comments made during this review process have helped shape some changes to provide the final version which is attached.
While most of you will be able to access the more complex sets of spreadsheets I have prepared at www.churchinwales.org.uk/resources/finance, a high percentage of accounts are still prepared from analysis book records. To assist I attach simple analysis sheets and the layout of the accounts for completion from 1 January 2010 for Parishes where accounts are prepared on a Receipts and Payments basis. The hope is that you will have used the new standard form from 1 January 2010. The 2011 Annual Financial Return will then follow the same layout order as the 2010 accounts. 
If you did not use the standard form in 2010 please consider using it in 2011 as it will enable easier completion of the 2012 Annual Financial Return.

For those of you with computers but no internet access a CD is available with the range of spreadsheets. Copies are available from Ritchie Craven or myself on 029 20 348200.
The Representative Body provided each Parish Treasurer with a copy of the Association of Church Accountants and Treasurers Handbook and which should have been sent out to you by the Diocese around the beginning of March 2010. Updates to the Handbook are distributed by the Diocese as they are published. Not all of the Property Development and Insurance sections of the Handbook apply to the Church in Wales so reference should be made to the Parochial Handbook or contact made with staff at the Representative Body.

Yours faithfully
David Holloman

Head of Finance

39 Heol y Gadeirlan, Caerdydd CF11 9XF   39 Cathedral Road, Cardiff CF11 9XF
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