Redundant Churches Regulations


REDUNDANT CHURCHES REGULATIONS

1.

Before declaring a church building to be redundant the diocesan bishop shall seek and consider the advice of the Diocesan Churches Committee and of the archdeacon.

2.

(1)
Before advising the diocesan bishop, the Diocesan Churches Committee shall seek and consider the advice of

(a)
the Parochial Church Council;

(b)
the incumbent and churchwardens;

(c)
the Representative Body;

(d)
the Diocesan Advisory Committee.

(2)(a)
The Parochial Church Council, the incumbent and churchwardens and the Representative Body, within twenty-one days of being required to do so by the Diocesan Churches Committee, shall severally submit to such committee their advice and comments on the proposal to declare the church redundant.

(b)
The incumbent and churchwardens, within twenty-one days of being required to do so by the Diocesan Churches Committee, shall send to such committee and to the Representative Body an inventory of all the contents of the church. 

(c)
The Representative Body, within twenty-one days of being required to do so by the Diocesan Churches Committee, shall submit to such committee a report on the legal title to the church.

(d)
The Diocesan Advisory Committee within fifty-six days of being required to do so by the Diocesan Churches Committee, shall submit to such committee and to the Representative Body a report on the architectural, archaeological, artistic and historical merit of the church and its contents. 

(3)
Before advising the diocesan bishop, the Diocesan Churches Committee may seek and consider the advice of the Cathedral and Churches Commission.

3.

The Diocesan Churches Committee, within twenty-eight days of receiving the advice of the Diocesan Advisory Committee, the Parochial Church Council, the incumbent and churchwardens and the Representative Body shall submit to the diocesan bishop advice for the future of the church building and its contents.

4. 

Within twenty-eight days of receiving the advice of the Diocesan Churches Committee, the diocesan bishop shall in writing either 

(a)
declare the church building to be redundant; or, 

(b)
give notice that he does not propose to make such a declaration,  

and in either case he shall send copies thereof to the Diocesan Churches Committee, the Diocesan Advisory Committee, the incumbent and churchwardens, the Parochial Church Council and the Representative Body. 

5.

The bishop, before making a declaration of redundancy, may require further information or advice from the Diocesan Churches Committee. Before advising the bishop, the Diocesan Churches Committee may seek further information or advice from the Parochial Church Council, the incumbent and churchwardens, the Diocesan Advisory Committee or the Representative Body, and the time periods in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 shall apply thereto.

6.

When the legal title of a church is subject to a right of reverter, the diocesan bishop shall consult with the Representative Body before making a declaration of redundancy.

7.

Upon the coming into effect of a declaration of redundancy:

(a)
the management and insurance of the former church building and its contents shall cease to be the responsibility of the incumbent, the churchwardens and the Parochial Church Council, and shall become the responsibility of the Representative Body;

(b)
the Diocesan Churches Committee shall advise the Representative Body upon the use or disposal of the contents.

8.

The cost of managing and insuring a former church building shall be a charge on the Provincial Redundant Churches Fund.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

These regulations do not apply to churches which are closed but have not been declared to be redundant.  When a church is closed for public worship, the churchwardens and the Parochial Church Council continue to be responsible for maintaining the building, the contents and the necessary insurance, and for taking all reasonable steps to safeguard the building and its contents, and to secure the doors and windows.
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